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PNnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2702 (o go

February 16, 1993

Federal Communications Commission

Congressional Liaison
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a letter from Rex Carpenter, the General Manager for
Nebraska Rural Electric Association. :

Mr. Carvpenter rajses some verv seriong issues about the Federal

Communication Commission’s December 24th notice of proposed
rulemaking. I share these concerns and ask for a full explanation
of the Commissions actions, intentions and schedule on this
matter. .

The intent of Congress on discriminatory pricing should be clear
on this matter. The Commission should act to encourage, not
frustrate competition.

I look forward to your response to the issues raised by Rex
Carpenter. Please address your reply to me at the following
address: '

Senator J. James Exon
ATTN: Doris Petersen
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
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Jim Exon
United States Senator
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Nebraska

Rural Electric Association

800 South 13th Street Box 82048
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501

January 29, 1993 402/475-4988

Senator J. James Exon
528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Exon:

We appreciated your support for last year's Cable Reregulation
Act. You, of course, know how important this bill was to us in
our efforts to get reasonable pricing for satellite television
programming to the folks in rural Nebraska.

However, we are very concerned about the Federal Communications
Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) that was
issued on December 24. Specifically, we are concerned about
the NPRM as it pertains to the Section 19 programming access
provisions of the cable reregulation bill. Section 19 and its
programming access provisions, in fact, was the most important
part of the bill for us because these provisions were to
protect our consumers from the cable industry's price gouging.
We have been paying an average of five times more than what the
cable operators pay for the same programming -- a difference in
price that is not justified in that it costs no more for the
programming to be provided to us than it does to cable

companles.

This is why we are concerned by the tone of the Federal
Communications Commission's NPRM on the subject. The FCC does
not seem to understand Congress' intentions regarding this
issue. The FCC was charged with issuing rules that will
encourage competition by bringing an end to the already-
existing pricing practices of many cable-owned programmers.
Despite this clear mandate in the Act, the FCC issued an NPRM
that doesn't even admit that price discrimination exists.

I hope you will lend your voice to our objections to this NPRM.
I hope you will encourage the FCC to completely fulfill their
duty to the citizens (as well as to Congress) by issuing
regulations which encourage competition in the video
marketplace and bring an end to the discrimination against
service providers such as Nebraska Rural TV. On behalf of the
thousands of satellite dish owners in Nebraska, we would
appreciate your support.

Yours 1y,
ex Carpenter
General Manager
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Representing Nebraska rural electric systems



